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Applying SCI's “*Multi-pronged
Approach” iIn Vermont
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VT Staying Connected

Meet quarterly

Two All-partner, statewide meetings / year

Two place-based local partner meetings / year
Field trips

Coordinated by Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department

14 core partners and many affiliates
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VT S’roying Connected Initiative INITIATIVE

Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department
Vermont Agency of Transportation
The Nature Conservancy

Vermont Natural Resources Council

Vermont Land Trust

National Wildlife Federation - e i, o L
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January 2019, “Intro to Staying Connected
Initiative Field Trip”

Trust for Public Land
Northeast Wilderness Trust

U.S. Forest Service AR

The Conservation Fund
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, & Recreation
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Department of Environmental Conservation : _ oo
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Highways & Habitats Trainings




Conservation Science

. STATEWIDE
0 Nested Scales of Priority VT Conservation
[0 Different mix of partners at each Design
0 Statewide
0 Linkages
0 Sites
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Land use Planning INITIATIVE

[ Partnership between VNRC and Vermont
Fish and Wildlife Dept.

1 Comprehensive review of all town plans,
zoning bylaws, and subdivision regulations

Wildlife Considerations in VT.
in Local Planning

Evaluating Twenty Years of Progress in Vermont

[ Conducted every ten years.




Forest Integrity Law

Clarified definitions within 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117
*Forest Block
*Forest Fragmentation
*Habitat Connector

*Updated State Planning Goals in 24 V.S.A. §
4302
*New language on forest blocks/habitat
connectors

*Updated statute on Regional Plans in 24 V.S.A. §
4348
*New language on forest blocks/habitat
connectors

Clarified requirements for Towns that choose to
planin 24 V.S.A. § 4382
*New language on forest blocks/habitat
connectors



Bolton's Zoning Rewrite 2018-2021

Vermont Conservation Design - Connectivity Nﬁ@l/l@mm@

N Legend

. BOLTON, VERMONT

Zoning District T, Approves May 3. 2021
. Efectve May 24 2001
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Coordinating Transportation investments and
Land protection
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Worcesters to Northeastern Highlands
I—i n kO g e CONNECTIVITY at Three Scales

THE ECO-REGIONAL SCALE | 7 11} ' THE STATEWIDE SCALE

Across all of the north woods landscape: The network of connected

A few places of special priority across four Wciads : . land in Vermont:
Northeast states and into Canada. SN [ Areas with larger forest

These places allow for populations of wildlife ‘ L blocks (darker = bigger) are
to interact and maintain genetic integrity. Sy \ connected across Vermont.

THE REGIONAL SCALE

The Worcester Range/
Northeastern Highlands Linkage
Region: This map shows the
biggest forest blocks (darker
= bigger) across a thirty-town
region of Vermont. It is clear
that areas such as the Nulhegan
Basin, Groton State Park, and
the Worcester Range are large
areas of habitat for wildlife,
but notice how constricted
the network of connected land
becomes in this area. | Worcester Range/Northeastern Highlands
| Linkage Region
- Large forested areas (25,000 acres+)

i . Smaller forested areas

| Developed & agricultural lands




Land Protection

s Vermont
[and Trust

NORTHEAST

FORESTS, PARKS & RECREATION
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Land Use Planning

ELMORE ZONING
DEVELOPED SHORELAND DISTRICT
FOREST RESERVE DISTRICT
RURAL-EAST DISTRICT
RURAL:WEST DISTRICT
UNDEVELOPED SHORELAND DISTRICT
VILLAGE DISTRICT

[ JDEVELOPED SHORELINE IN VILLAGE

[ZZIREMOTE AREA

— STATE HIGHWAY
== CLASS 2 ROAD
—— CLASS 3 ROAD
----- CLASS 4 ROAD
PRIVATE ROAD
----- LEGAL TRAIL

Elmore’s Town plan addresses
forests and connectivity as
important for the town

Elmore has zoning and
subdivision regulations that
conftrol where development
happens (so it doesn’t sprawl
everywhere and restrict
wildlife movement.

See Forest Reserve and
“Remote Areas”

VERMONT
VNRC e

RESOURCES
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Road Barrier Mifigation

VT ROUTE 12 BRIDGE NO. 94

0  Current Structure: steel culvert 6" wide

0  Replacement Structure: 11-ft +- span box culvert

VT ROUTE 12 BRIDGE NO. 90

0 Current Structure: steel culvert 6’ wide

0 urrent Structure: steel culvert 15’

[0/ Replacement Structure: 45-ft +- span bridge
ROUTE 12 BRIDGE NO. 87

0  Current Structure: steel culvert 14’

00  Replacement Structure: 20-ft +- precast box culvert

VT ROUTE 12 BRIDGE NO. 84

[0  Current Structure: steel bridge 82’ span

[0 Replacement Structure: 80-ft +- bridge

Vermont Agency of Transportation will replace five
bridges and culverts along Rt 12 in 2025. The new
structures will greatly benefit wildlife passage!




A Public-Private Partnership

Benefits to State Agencies

Coordination between science, protection, land use &
transportation

Expands capacity of technical assistance & land protection
Expands spectrum of activity (through multi-pronged STAYING

h
approach) CONNECTED
INITIATIVE

Provides eco-regional context

Encourages local empowerment
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Staying Connected Initiative
All — Partner’s Retreat 2018




