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House Bills
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Ten new bills were introduced on the House side (H.713 - H.722), two with a possible planning
nexus.

New Bills Introduced

H.714 – Blighted Property Special Fund - This bill proposes to establish a special fund to
assist municipalities with making improvements to blighted properties.  Introduced as a
“short-form” bill with no other details.  Unlikely to be discussed or acted on given how late it was
introduced.

H.719 – Municipal Services Support - This bill proposes to establish a process to support
municipalities that have established independent systems and services to replace those that
had traditionally been provided to towns by State agencies and departments. The systems and
services may include public safety, emergency, inspection, code enforcement, social services,
and the management and implementation of State regulatory regimes. The bill further proposes
to establish a fair and equitable system of compensation for the municipalities that considers the
costs avoided by the State as a result of not having to deliver a specific service to a particular
Vermont town.  Introduced as a “short-form” bill with no other details.  Not going to be discussed
or acted on given how late it was introduced.

Updates on Planning Bills

H.492 - Act 250, Environmental Review Board; Appeals – This bill was finalized and
favorably voted out of House Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife on February 24.  It was
referred to House Ways and Means because it includes new spending to support the proposed
Environmental Review Board.  Last week, House Ways and Means suggested several changes:
1) remove the ERB’s authority to charge Act 250 applicants for independent expert review, and
instead have the ERB study this and report back on whether such authority is necessary; 2)
boosting FY23 funding from $300,000 to $384,000 to better cover projected FY23 costs; 3)
changing the ERB study/reporting requirements to address the item above and to assess
whether permit fees are sufficient to fund the program and if not recommend other funding
sources.  Interestingly, the Legislature’s Joint Fiscal Office projects that ERB funding will need to
be $384,000 in FY23, and $614,000 in FY24 and forward due to the proposed support staffing –
e.g., new staff attorney, filling an executive director position, etc.  House Natural Resources,
Fish and Wildlife will review these proposed amendments this week (see below).  I expect the
full House will vote on this bill later this week or early next week.



H.518 – Municipal Fuel Switching Program – This bill was favorably voted out of House
Energy and Technology in mid-February.  It was reported out of House Appropriations favorably
and was referred to House Ways and Means.  I expect a full House vote on this bill later this
week or next week.  Reminder… This bill creates a funded program to encourage switching to
renewable energy in municipal buildings.

H.551 - Prohibiting racial and religious deed covenants – This bill was favorably voted out of
House Judiciary and House Ways and Means last week.  I expect a full House vote later this
week or next week.  Reminder… This bill would prohibit restrictive deed covenants (existing and
future) based on race or religion.

H.606 – Community Resilience and Biodiversity Protection – This bill was finalized and
favorably voted out of House Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife on March 10.  It will be
reported out to the full House on Tuesday (March 15), and will likely be voted on by the full
House later this week.  Reminder… This bill proposes to establish State goals of conserving 30
percent of the land of the State by 2030 and 50 percent by 2050.  It charges the Agency of
Natural Resources with coming up with a plan based on VT Conservation Design by 2023.

H.697 – Current Use Program Enrollment Expansion 2 – This bill was finalized and then
passed by the House on March 8.  It will now be taken up on the Senate side by the Senate
Natural Resources and Energy committee.  Reminder… This bill would expand the type of lands
that could be enrolled in the State’s Current Use tax abatement program to include reserve
forest lands where harvesting would not be required.

H.679 – Budget Adjustment Act for FY22 – Different versions were passed by both chambers,
so the bill went to a conference committee.  Differences were resolved and the final version of
the bill passed both chambers and was forwarded to the Governor on March 10.  The Governor
has expressed some concerns, but will likely sign the bill.  Reminder… The rather large
proposed adjustment to the current year’s State budget, which includes an additional $250,000
for municipal planning grants managed by DHCD.  Presumably, if passed, this would allow
DHCD to make additional awards to MPG applications that weren’t selected in December.

H.704 – Accessory On-Farm Businesses, Act 250 Exemption – This bill was finalized and
voted out favorably by House Agricultural and Forestry on March 11.  It is being reviewed by
House Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife this Wednesday (March 16).  Pending that review,
and possible suggested amendments, it may be voted on by the full House later this week.
Reminder… The core purpose of this bill is to provide an Act 250 permit exemption to accessory
on-farm businesses that do not physically alter more than one acre of land.  Additionally, the bill
clarifies that regional and municipal plans (in addition to municipal bylaws) cannot prohibit
accessory on-farm businesses.  This type of use was added to State statute a few years ago,
and can be subject to municipal site plan review.

Senate Bills
Reported by Sharon Murray and Jonathan Godbout



S.148     Environmental Justice. The  Senate’s strike-all environmental justice bill, as voted
out of S. Natural Resources and Energy, was referred to S. Appropriations last week where it
still resides.  The EJ bill isn't specifically on the agenda this week in S. Appropriations, but it is
getting a first reading in H. Natural Resources on Wednesday (as included in the calendar
below) – expected to pass in the Senate.

S.181     Municipal Regulation. As reported last week, the VLCT-backed bill to amend several
sections of municipal statute (under Title 24) was voted out of S. Government Operations last
week in advance of crossover, and forwarded to S. Finance, for a walk-through and possible
committee vote Tuesday afternoon.  It should show up on the Senate Calendar for a floor vote
later this week.

S.188     Small Cannabis Cultivation. S. Agriculture’s bill to exempt small cannabis cultivation
(up to 1000 SF) on land already subject to Required Agriculture Practices from municipal and
Act 250 regulation, made it out of both S. Agriculture and S. Finance last week as amended,
and is now scheduled for a 3rd reading and final floor vote on Tuesday.

S.210     Rental Registry, Code Enforcement. This year’s state rental registry bill, which
passed the Senate in February on a roll call vote (20-9) under the threat of another possible
veto, is now scheduled for an introduction and walk-through in H. General, Housing, and Military
Affairs on Wednesday morning.

S.226     Housing. Following more committee discussion last week, along with additional input
from VHFA, VHCB, DHCD, and VNRC,  the Senate’s omnibus and not quite settled housing bill
(draft 12.1) was finally voted favorably out of S. Economic Development and Housing on
Thursday, with the intent that any remaining issues concerning the specifics of proposed
housing program budget allocations and requirements could be worked out in S. Finance,
and/or in the House.  The bill is now in S. Finance, with a walk-through, testimony, and a
possible vote scheduled for Wednesday afternoon.  Essentially still a work in progress…

The discussion last week focused primarily on the details of proposed “missing middle income”
and “large employer” housing programs, and the addition of DHCD’s proposed cross-agency
“Community Partnership for Neighborhood Development.”  The community partnership program
is intended to better coordinate allocated funding, in association with partnering municipalities,
for the development of higher density housing and critical supporting infrastructure representing
climate sensitive smart growth development.  As proposed it is also intended to reduce
(subsidize) or eliminate the cost of land and infrastructure associated with housing
development, while enhancing density,  walkability, and inclusiveness.  Program goals include “
the development of new, denser neighborhoods in 5 -10 communities of mixed income and
mixed tenure of homeownership and rental opportunities;” “the construction of modestly sized
homes, at least half of which should be single family homes under 1600 sq. ft. on small lots;”
“reservation of 25% of single family lots for permanently affordable homes…at no cost for
acquisition or infrastructure…;” and “reservation of 35 percent of multifamily rentals for
Vermonters with income below 80% of median with no cost for publicly funded infrastructure.”



The committee also covered proposed ADU parking requirements (max of one parking space
per bedroom), and the definition of “smart growth area” as applicable to bylaw modernization
grants.  Per VNRC  recommendations, proposed bylaw grant language was amended to refer to
smart growth principles under 24 VSA 2791, as also referenced under Chapter 117.    Chris
Cochran clarified that the appropriation in the bill for bylaw modernization grants was in addition
to the more general MPG funding included in the Governor’s budget.  Contractor registry
provisions, as applicable to residential construction contractors,  were also tacked onto the bill,
in response to the Governor’s recent veto.   Legislative Counsel pointed out areas of overlap
and potential conflict between sections of S.226 and S.210 now under consideration in the
House.  S.226 also still includes some overlap with Chapter 117 and Act 250 provisions under
S.234, as voted out of S. Natural Resources.

S.234     Act 250. S.234, as voted out of S. Natural Resources last week (draft 4.1), now also
resides in S. Finance, and is scheduled for a walk-through with Legislative Counsel on Tuesday
afternoon.   Reminders – this currently  includes provisions (from H.51) pertaining to NDAs and
NTC designation, municipal permits (2-year minimum),  and proposed amendments specific to
PHP exemptions (caps) under Act 250;  a new notwithstanding “affordability clause” for
ARPA-funded mixed income housing projects (30 year minimum);  VHFA requested changes to
household income definitions; Act 250 criteria updates and amendments (flood hazard areas,
river corridors, forest blocks, connecting habitat) and associated rulemaking; required resource
mapping; and the reinstitution of an Act 250 jurisdictional road rule.

S.258     Climate Change/RAPs. As voted out of both S. Agriculture and S. Appropriations, the
strike-all version of this bill no longer addresses updating RAPs in response to climate change –
to instead be considered by the Ag Agency over the summer, in collaboration with
environmental groups.  It now requires an applicant for agency grants to be in “good standing”
with the agency, as defined; defines agricultural “waste” to include waste materials imported
onto a farm that could be harmful to waters of the state; amends existing program statutes; and
extends the Dairy Industry Revitalization Task Force for another year.   Currently on the Senate
Calendar for a second reading this week.

S.263     Economic Development. S. Economic Development requested and received an
extension to continue their work on the bill this week, in advance of a possible committee vote
on Wednesday.   As of Friday, the committee was working its way through draft 7.3, which still
includes ACCD’s proposed Capital Investment Grant Program, Economic Recovery Grants, and
Project-Based TIFs.

S.284     Weatherization. As voted out of S. Natural Resources and Energy last week,  S.284
ups the goal to weatherize or “substantially  improve the energy fitness” of 120,000 housing
units in the state, and to reduce GHG emissions of 0.15 MMTCO2e by 2031.  It appropriates a
total of $21,433,000 in FY23 from the General Fund for the Home Weatherization Assistance
Program ($20 million), training subsidies for contractors and businesses ($500,000 through
DOL), and to VTC to establish training and career path programs in the building trades and
sciences ($333,000) and for mobile workforce training labs ($600,000).  Now on the Calendar
for a second floor reading on Tuesday.



House and Senate Schedules (subject to change)
Assembled by andAlex Weinhagen Sharon Murray

Tuesday, 2/22
8:30 FY23 Budget –Mark-up (all day);  H. Appropriations
9:00 S.263 Economic Development – Testimony, Discussion (all morning); S. Economic
Development, Housing
10:00 Transportation Alternatives Program – VTrans; S. Transportation
10.45 H.466 Surface Water Withdrawal –Intro; S. Natural Resources, Energy
11:15 H.446 Misc Natural Resource, Development Subjects – Intro; S. Natural Resources,
Energy
1:00 FY23 Capital Budget Adj – Mark-up; H. Corrections, Institutions
1:15 H.492 Act 250, ERB – Amendments;  H. Natural Resources, Fish, Wildlife
1:15 FY23 Transportation Bill – Committee discussion, possible vote; H. Transportation
1:15 H.518 Municipal Fuel Switching Grant Program – H. Ways and Means
1:30 Affordable Community-Scale Renewable Energy Program – TJ Poor, DPS; H. Energy,
Technology
2:30 S.181 Municipal Regulation –Walk-through, possible vote; S. Finance
2:45 S.284 Act 250 – Walk-through;  S. Finance
3:30 FY23 Capital Budget – ARPA Criteria;  H. Corrections, Institutions

Wednesday, 2/23
8:30 FY23 Budget –Mark-up (all day);  H. Appropriations
9:00 FY23 Capital Budget – Mark-up; H. Corrections, Institutions
9:00 H.715 Clean Heat Standard – proposed amendments; H. Energy, Technology
9:00 S.148 Environmental Justice –Intro, testimony (ANR, CLF);  H. Natural Resources,
Fish, Wildlife
9:00 FY23 Transportation Bill – Committee floor report; H. Transportation
9:00 S.263 Economic Development – Discussion, possible vote; S. Economic
Development, Housing
10:00 H.704 Act 250, On Farm Businesses – Overview;  H. Natural Resources, Fish,
Wildlife
10:15 ROW Permits, 1111 Permits, Site Plan Review – VTrans; S. Transportation
1:30 S.226 Housing – Walk-through, testimony, possible vote; S. Finance

Thursday, 2/24– Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
8:30 FY23 Budget –Mark-up (all day);  H. Appropriations
9:00 FY23 Capital Budget – Mark-up; H. Corrections, Institutions
9:00 FY23 Transportation Bill – Committee floor report; H. Transportation
9:15 S.210 Rental Registry, Enforcement – Into, walk-through;  H. General, Housing,
Military Affairs

Friday, 2/25
8:30 FY23 Budget –Mark-up (all day), Vote;  H. Appropriations



8:30 H.466 Surface Water Withdrawal –Intro; S. Natural Resources, Energy
1:00 FY23 Capital Budget – Mark-up; H. Corrections, Institutions

Online Resources: Bill, Act and Resolution search page, past VPA Legislative Reports, and the weekly VLCT
legislative report.

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/search/2022
https://nne.planning.org/policy/vermont/2021/
https://www.vlct.org/advocacy/legislative-reports
https://www.vlct.org/advocacy/legislative-reports



